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NOTES AND NEWS. 

Edited by D. A. Rotheock, Indiana University. 

A late volume of the Proceedings of the Indiana Academy of Sciences con- 
tains an extended treatment of " Some properties of binomial coefficients," by 
Professor A. M. Kenton, of Purdue University. 

" The theory of invariants," by Professor O. E. Glenn, of the University 
of Pennsylvania, has been published by Ginn and Company. 

Miss Gertrude I. McCain has been appointed professor of mathematics in 
the Oxford College for Women at Oxford, Ohio. 

John Wiley & Sons announce the publication of a book of 390 pages on the 
" Theory and Applications of Finite Groups," by Professors G. A. Miller, 
H. F. Blichfeldt, and L. E. Dickson. 

Mr. Alton Miller, absent on leave from the University of Michigan, is 
studying under Professor Segre at the University of Torino. Mr. Miller holds a 
fellowship in mathematics from Harvard University. 

The Wyoming School Journal for January, 1916, contains an article by C. 
Ebin Stromqtjist, professor of mathematics in the University of Wyoming, on 
" The correlation of mathematics in grades seven to ten." 

" The college teacher's function " is the title of a thoughtful article in School 
and Society for January 15, by Professor Arthur J. Todd, University of Minne- 
sota. 

" College entrance requirements " is a topic discussed with considerable illu- 
mination in School and Society for January 8, 1916, by Professor Louis W. Raper, 
of Pennsylvania State College. 

" Robert of Chester's Latin translation of the algebra of Al-Khowarizmi," by 
Professor L. C. Karpinski, has just appeared from the Macmillan Press. Be- 
sides an English translation the work contains an introduction giving a brief 
history of algebra. 

" Mathematics and efficiency " is the title of an article in the January number 
of School Science and Mathematics, by Fletcher Durell, Headmaster at the 
Lawrenceville School, New Jersey. In the same issue> Professor G. A. Miller 
writes on " Reform in teaching mathematics." 

The major part of the October issue of the Mathematical Gazette is devoted to 
"A study of the life and writings of Colin Maclaurin," by Charles Tweedie, 
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F.R.S.E., including four full-page plates and a critical estimate of his writings. 
A condensation of this article will be given in a later issue of the Monthly. 

The Bollettino di Bibliografia e Storia delle Scienze Matematiche continues to 
arrive with commendable regularity in view of the extraordinary conditions 
created by the war. The closing number of 1915, No. 4, was published Nov. 20, 
1915. Besides numerous reviews, the volume for 1915, Vol. XVII, includes an 
article by L. Godeatjx on a Belgian mathematician of the sixteenth century; 
articles by J. H. Graf on the correspondence between Ludwig Schlafli and Italian 
mathematicians of his period, including to date letters from D. Chelini and E. Bel- 
trami, and an article on Lingi Forni, a mathematician of Pavia, by G. Vivanti. 

Two articles in Science for September 11 and October 22, 1915, by Professor 
C. N. Moore, of the University of Cincinnati, will be of interest to readers of the 
Monthly. The one is on " Correlation and disciplinary values " and the other 
on " The coefficient of correlation as a measure of relationship." The former gives 
the results of some statistical studies with reference to the disciplinary value of 
certain high school subjects, including algebra and geometry, which are being 
attacked in many quarters. See also Professor Moore's reply to Question 24 in 
this issue. 

A reprint from the Napier Tercentenary memorial volume, published by the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, contains the address by Professor Floeian Cajobi on 
" Algebra in Napier's day and alleged prior inventions of logarithms." The three 
main conclusions are (1) " That John Napier enjoys the all-important right of 
priority of publication "; (2) " that Joost Biirgi is entitled to the honor of inde- 
pendent invention"; (3) "that Joost Biirgi constructed his table some time be- 
tween 1603 and 1611, and that John Napier worked on logarithms probably as 
early as 1594 — that, therefore, Napier began working on logarithms probably 
much earlier than Biirgi." 

In the twelfth volume, series III, 1915, of the Periodico di Matematica which 
completed the thirtieth year of publication with the issue of September, 1915, 
several articles are found which may be of interest to readers of the Monthly. 
Two articles, to be continued, by G. Lazzeei treat of static moments, moments 
of inertia, and moments of higher order; two articles by D. Kbyjanovsky, trans- 
lated from the Russian into Italian apparently by the author himself, treat of 
maxima and minima of plane figures; an article by Q. Paolina discusses the re- 
lations between arithmetic and geometric means, based upon the very ancient 
proposition that the geometric mean between two quantities is less than the arith- 
metic mean. 

The American Mathematical Society held its twenty-second annual meeting 
in New York, December 27-28, 1915. There were seventy-two members present 
at the four sessions and thirty-seven papers were presented. The total member- 
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ship of the Society is now 736. The number of members attending at least one 
meeting of the Society or its sections during the year 1915 was 253. The total 
number of registrations at all meetings during the year was 418. The president of 
the Society is Professor E. B. Brown, of Yale University, and the two vice- 
presidents are Professor E. R. Hedrick, of the University of Missouri, and Professor 
Virgil Snyder, of Cornell University. 

In the September-November issue of L'Emeignement Mathematique Professor 
G. A. Miller writes an article on " The preparation of mathematics teachers in 
the United States of America," in which he presents a report of the many changes 
which the American universities have inaugurated during the last twenty-five 
years, with a view of providing better facilities for students who are teachers 
(through summer sessions) or who expect to become teachers (through schools 
of education). He points out, further, the inadequacy of the number of properly 
equipped teachers to fill all the available positions, the relatively low but increas- 
ing salary scale, the wholesome influence of The American Mathematical 
Society on the teachers of higher mathematics, and the awakening of interest 
among the teachers of secondary mathematics through their numerous teachers' 
associations and through two periodicals devoted to their interests. 

There is a bill before Congress to make the use of the Centigrade thermometer 
scale obligatory in all government publications, in the hope of bringing about 
its adoption for all purposes in place of the Fahrenheit scale. This is a move in a 
good direction, but it raises again the larger question of the metric system as a 
whole, and we wonder whether the United States will be the last of the civilized 
nations to adopt that system. An article in The Scientific Monthly for December, 
1915, by Dr. Joseph V. Collins, of Stevens Point, Wis., discusses the question 
under the title: " A metrical tragedy," showing that at least two thirds of a year 
for every child in the land is wasted in the study of our cumbersome system of 
weights and measures, and that this waste entails an economic loss of possibly 
three hundred millions of dollars annually. It is an opportune time for all friends 
of progress in this direction to act, especially as requests have been made for all 
available data bearing upon the thermometer phase of the question. 

The Chicago Section of the American Mathematical Society held its thirty- 
sixth regular meeting at Columbus, Ohio, on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
December 30-31, 1915, and January 1, 1916. There were sixty-seven members in 
attendance and twenty-five papers were read, aside from the retiring address of 
the chairman, Professor E. J. Wilczynski, of the University of Chicago, who spoke 
at the joint session with Section A of the American Association on " The historical 
development and future prospects of differential geometry of plane curves." At 
the same session Professor H. S. White, of Vassar College, gave his retiring address 
as Vice-President of Section A on the topic: " Poncelet Polygons." Practically 
all members of the American Mathematical Society who were present at Columbus 
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joined in the organization meeting of the The Mathematical Association op 
America. The dinner on Thursday evening, in fact, resolved itself largely into 
a congratulatory occasion in honor of the birth of the new Association. The offi- 
cers of the Chicago Section for the next two years are: Chairman, Professor 
W. B. Ford, University of Michigan; Secretary, Professor Arnold Dresden, 
University of Wisconsin; Third member of program committee, Professor H. L. 
Rietz, University of Illinois. 

Please note the following addresses of chairmen of committees to whom com- 
munications should be sent on the respective subjects: 

Problems Proposed and Solved, to Professor B. F. Finkel, 1228 Clay St., Spring- 
field, Mo. 

Questions and Discussions, to Professor U. G. Mitchell, University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, Kan. 

Notes and News, to Professor D. A. Rothrock, Indiana University, Bloomington, 
Ind. 

Books to be Reviewed, to Professor W. H. Bussey, University of Minnesota, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 

General Editorial Correspondence, to Professor H. E. Slaught, Managing Editor, 
5548 Kenwood Ave., Chicago, 111. 

Business Correspondence concerning both the Monthly and the Association, to 
Professor W. D. Cairns, 55 East Lorain St., Oberlin, Ohio. 



